LAKETOWN TOWNSHIP

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-01
ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE

The Town Board for the Laketown Township, Carver County, Minnesota, hereby ordains as follows:

I. Definitions:

Subd. 1 
Regular business day: “Regular Business Day” shall mean a day in which the Township Pound shall be open to the public for four (4) consecutive hours. 


Subd. 2
Cites/Township:
“Cities/Township” shall mean Township of Laketown Township.

Subd. 3
Township Pound:
“Township Pound” shall mean the temporary kennel located at Laketown Township Hall, 9530 Laketown Road, Chaska, Minnesota or a licensed boarding kennel designated by the Town Board.
Subd. 4
Licensed Commercial Kennel: “Licensed Commercial Kennel” shall mean a place where more than three (3) dogs over six (6) months of age are kept, and where the business of selling, boarding, breeding, showing, treating or grooming of dogs shall be conducted with a license from a county licensing authority.
Subd. 5
Nuisance:  “Nuisance” shall mean any animal who unreasonably annoys or disturbs the peace of other members of the public due to excessive, continuous or untimely barking, whining or crying.

Subd. 6
Owner:  “Owner” shall mean any person or persons, firm, association or corporation owning, keeping or harboring a dog, cat or other animal. 

Subd. 7
Non Domesticated Animal:  As used in this ordinance “Non Domesticated Animal” shall mean any wild animal, reptile or fowl, which is not naturally tame or gentle but is as of a wild nature or disposition, or which, because of its size, vicious nature, or other characteristics would constitute a danger to human life or property.

II. Prohibited Acts:

Subd. 1
Animals Running at Large: It shall be unlawful for any person to permit any animal to run at large within the township. An animal shall be considered running at large if found off of the owner’s premises and not controlled by a leash, cage, or similar restraint.

Subd. 2
Limit of Dogs on Premises: No more than three (3) dogs over six (6) months of age shall be kept on any one premises except at a licensed commercial kennel. 

Subd. 3
Cleaning up Litter:  The owner of any dog or cat, or any person having custody or control of any dog or cat shall be responsible for cleaning up any feces of the animal and disposing of the feces in a sanitary manner. 

Subd. 4
Interference with Animal Control Officer:  It shall be unlawful for any person to molest or in any way interfere with any peace officer, animal control officer or any other officer of the Township, while engaged in performing work under the provisions of this section.

Subd. 5
Obligation to Prevent Nuisance:  It shall be the obligation and responsibility of the owner of any animal in the township, whether permanently or temporarily therein, to prevent such animal from committing any act, which would create a nuisance.

Subd. 6
Females in heat.  Every female in heat shall be kept confined in such a manner that such animals cannot come in contact with another animal, except for breeding purposes.

III. Identification:
Subd. 1
Identification Tags:  No person shall keep any dog over six (6) months of age within the township unless the dog has a current rabies vaccination.  The dog must also have an identification tax, including address and phone number, affixed by a permanent fastening to the dog’s collar indicating that the dog has been vaccinated against rabies. 

IV. Impoundment:

Subd. 1
Cost for Release:  Any animal found running at large contrary to the provisions of this ordinance shall be impounded in a pound designated by the township, from which the animal shall not be released until the owner thereof or some person for him or her shall pay all fees incurred for the impoundment.

Subd. 2
Appointment of Poundkeeper and Animal Control Officer: A poundkeeper and/or an animal control officer shall be appointed by the Town Board. 
Subd. 3
Duties of Poundkeeper and Animal Control Officer:  It shall be the duty of the animal control officer to capture all animals found running at large in violation of this ordinance and turn them over to the poundkeeper who shall be responsible for the safe keeping of all impounded animals, including the providing of food, water and shelter.
Subd. 4
Notice of Impoundment:  Upon taking and impounding any animal, the township shall post notice in one (1) or more conspicuous places in the township. If the owner of the animal is known, written notice shall be provided to the owner. The notice shall state where the animal is being held and that if not reclaimed within five (5) business days it may be sold, destroyed, or otherwise humanely disposed of.

Subd. 5
Redemption:  Any animal impounded for running at large, being unlicensed, or creating a nuisance may be redeemed from the pound by the owner within five (5) business days.. Animals may generally be reclaimed by payment to the township of all impounding fee plus all charges incurred as a result of the impoundment. In addition, if the animal is not properly licensed, the fee shall be paid before the animal is released. The impounding fee shall be set from time to time by the township in the fee schedule. 

Subd. 6
Authority to Dispose or Sell Animals:  The poundkeeper shall have the authority to sell or dispose of any impounded animal not redeemed within the required holding period from the date notice of impoundment is given as provided in Subd. 5.

Subd. 7
Illegal Release:  No unauthorized person shall break into the pound or release any animal legally impounded. 

V. Making a Complaint:  
Subd. 1
Complaint:  All complaints about animals violating this ordinance shall be in written form, unless otherwise accepted by the Township to address a potential immediate threat to the health, safety, or welfare of the community. All complaints shall be directed to the Township or the County Sheriff. 


VI. Non-Domesticated Animals:
Subd. 1
Prohibited Animals:  No person shall keep, maintain or harbor within the Township any of the following animals:

a. Any animal or species prohibited by Minnesota or federal law.

b. Any non-domesticated animal or species, including but not limited to the following:

1. All skunks, whether captured in the wild, domestically raised, de-scented or not de-scented, vaccinated against rabies or not vaccinate against rabies.

2. All large cats of the family felidae, such as lions, jaguars, leopards, cougars and ocelots, except commonly accepted domesticated house cats.

3. All members of the family of canidae, such as wolves, foxes, coyotes, dingoes and jackals, except domesticated dogs.

4. All crossbreeds, such as crossbreeds between dogs and coyotes or dogs and wolves, but not included crossbreeds between domesticated animals.

5. All poisonous snakes, such as rattlesnakes, coral snakes, water moccasins, cobras or copperheads.

6. All raccoons.

7. All apes and monkeys.

8. All animals which are not listed above, but which can be reasonable defined by these terms.

VII. Penalties and Fines:

Subd. 1 
Violation:  Any person violating this ordinance or allowing any animal to violate the terms of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to the following fines and penalties:

1. Fine of not more than $1,000.00; and 

2. The cost of prosecution; and
3. The liability for any damages caused by such animal to any person or property.
VIII. Repealer:

Subd. 1 
Repealer:  Laketown Township Ordinance No. 2002-01 entitled Animal Ordinance adopted on June 10, 2002 is hereby repealed.  
Adopted by the Town Board of Laketown Township this 28th  day of June, 2021.

This ordinance shall be effective upon passage and publication in the official Township newspaper.

_____________________________ 

Chair, Laketown Town Board

ATTEST: ________________________


      Melissa Lano, 


      Clerk, Laketown Township
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